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Hennepin County  & PPTI South Mpls./Lake St. Area I-35W Access Planning Process (1997 – )  At a Glance

Minneapolis City Council, Hennepin County Board, Metropolitan Council, MnDOT/Minnesota Legislature, Fed. Highway Admin.

Hennepin County
Lead govt. agency
(Aug 98-)

Phillips Partnership Transportation Initiative, Inc. (PPTI) (March 98-)
To improve the accessibility of I-35W for South Minneapolis
neighborhoods, businesses and institutions.
Locate funding for construction (TEA-21/MnDOT/Legislature, etc.)

Allina and Abbott
Northwestern Hospital
Transportation Study
(Oct. – Dec. 97)
3 ramp proposals

Technical
Advisory
Committee
(TAC)
(Feb. 98-)
Jim Grube,
Hennepin
County Tran.
Dept.,
Director –
Chair
(7 members)

Project Advisory Committee (PAC)  (March 99-)
To correct and improve the transportation infrastructure design of I-35W and
connecting streets in South Minneapolis.  Goals & objectives, additional
alternatives & criteria for evaluation, traffic studies, livability issues, urban
design, etc.  (23 members) – Craig L. Anderson, Chair

Phillips Partnership (formed Spring 97)
To assist in revitalization of South
Minneapolis as a good place to live and
work. Programs in safety, jobs, housing &
infrastructure (project adopted March 98).
(3 CEOs, Mpls. Foundation, Met Council,
Mayor, County Commissioner)

Public Involvement
3 sets of open houses, other public & neighborhood meetings,
brochures, etc.  Communications Subcommittee.
(See Public Involvement Plan, adopted April 99)

Technical
Feasibility Study
(Jan. – Nov. 98)

3 SB exit
proposals
1 SB entrance
1 SB frontage
road
2 NB exits
1 NB entrance

Whittier Alliance I-35W Access
Task Force (Jan 99)
Add 1 SB exit & 1 other proposal

Community Communications Committee
(May-Nov 98) (ad hoc)
Response & brainstorming more
proposals

Timeline (See Work Plan) – revised
March 99 – Oct. 00 Select preferred alternatives
(“scoping”) (30 reduced to 5)

Oct. 00 – Dec. 02 Environmental Assessment
(“Preliminary Design”) Geometric layouts/mitigation

Jan.-May 03 Submit EA & recommendations
to govt. bodies at top

May 03 – May 04 Final design work/refinement
(“Detailed Design”) Construction specifications

Late 2004 Construction begins

Tom Johnson, Project Manager
Staff for PAC, TAC, & Partnership

80% federal planning funds – designated a high priority project by Congress ($2 million appropriated, May 98)
20% local – Hennepin County, City of Minneapolis, MnDOT ($500,000)
$2.5 million available for planning and Preliminary Design work, including staff and consultants.

Mitigation & Enhancement Subcommittee (Oct. 2000 – )
PAC & community members; N’hood mtgs, & charettes; Lake St.
Bridge Design Team.  John Kremer, Chair; Michael Gramling, Vice
ChairCentral Neighborhood

residents Add 2 NB exit
loop proposals.

(Community meetings)


